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For Arabic press here ZSEWEE s ki) iy ) 41
For Japanese press here HZRGE U kil &by dan

BA(First shrine visit of the New Year)

FHAERTE L TEOTE H TXWET, (Happy New Year)

[HEFIIREBHEEC2 0, A8 ZXWFE L7z, (Thank you for your care and cooperation last year.)
ASHESHE L BREWWZ LE T, (Wehope for your cooperation this year as well.)

(The previous phrases are the standard New Year’s greetings in any Japanese greeting card.
(Please try to use these phrases when meeting with or writing to a Japanese person

(for the first time in the New Year.

Despite the instability of nearby Tahrir Square, the Japan Foundation Cairo Office will be
holding activities and organizing events while paying due care to security. It must be tough for
the Japanese Language learners with all the changes in the schedule, but this is the time when
we all must have patience! You can use this time to prepare for the upcoming lessons and
revise the past ones preparing for any examinations! (You can also finish your homework if you
haven’t donesoyet/ ("o ) /)

There are 379 new books (including Manga) and 29 new CDs in the Library!
We invite you to pay a visit to our Library to take a look at them while paying due care to your
security and checking our online notice boards (Website and Facebook) for any updates.
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Notices:
1-The Japan Foundation Cairo Office has a Facebook Fan Page!!



Have you seen our new Fan Page?

You can find it on the following link:
http://www.facebook.com/#!/pages/The-Japan-Foundation-Cairo-Office/186025878149738

Please “Like” it for the most recent information, pictures and more about all our activities,

events and the Japanese Language Courses.

2-Cultural Courses:
— Japanese Flower Arrangement (lkebana) Course
The next course is for the intermediate level and will begin on 30" January. Applications
will be accepted from 16" January. 20 applicants only will be accepted based on a first-

come-first-served basis.
What is Ikebana? Please visit this link: http://www.jfcairo.org/ikebana.html
For more details (in English): http://web-japan.org/factsheet/en/pdf/e27_ikebana.pdf

- Origami Course:
The origami course for applicants with previous experience in origami, which was
scheduled to be held in December but was suspended later, will be held in March (on
Mondays).
For more information on Origami (in English): http://web-japan.org/nipponia/nipponia41/en/
Arabic version is only available in printed form. Please ask for a copy of the booklet at the Embassy of
Japan.

— Igo & Shogi Salon (Organized by the Egyptian Igo Club)
Place: Japan Foundation Cairo Office Library (5™ Floor)
1 & 3" Sunday of every month, from 6:00 pm
2" & 4" Saturday of every month, from 1:00 pm

We welcome all level players, and higher level players will teach beginners.
About Igo (in English) http://jfcairo.org/WhatlsIGO.html
(In Arabic) http://jfcairo.org/arabic/WhatlsIGO.html

1. Japanese Language Courses — New Term Application Period Delay
Due to the disturbances in Tahrir Square at the end of last year, the Japanese Language
Courses which started in September have not ended yet.
Therefore, the application period for the new term is scheduled to be in March, and the
new term will begin in April.

2. Library
Celebrating the publication of the Arabic language translation of Akutagawa Ryunosuke's
Collection of Short Stories in February, we will have a special exhibition featuring Japanese
literature in the J-Pop Corner in the entrance of the Library. So, are you studying (Have you
studied) Japanese but don't have the confidence to start reading Japanese literature? We
will include in the exhibition, books of Japanese literature for which Arabic translations
have been published, and books which are written in easy-to-understand Japanese. Why

don't you try to read some Japanese literature?
About Japanese literature (in English):
http://web-japan.org/factsheet/en/pdf/e29_literature.pdf

Recommended Books (from the newly arrived collection at the Library):

e "Shinpen Mishouryuu - Ikebana Kyouhon" is a teaching book on lkebana, specifically
from the school of Ikebana to which the Ikebana instructor at the JFC belongs.

e Many manga books have arrived! Manga books from the series such as "One Piece" and
"Naruto" which are famous not only in Japan, but all over the world have arrived. We
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also recommend the manga essays "Nihonjin no Shiranai Nihongo 1 & 2" or "The
Japanese Language which Japanese People Don't Know 1 & 2”.

¢ "Nippon Shakai Nyuumon" or "An Introduction to Japanese Society" about the Japan
which Japanese people don't notice.

e "Kitchen de Tsukuru Chaseki no Okashi" or "Tea Ceremony Sweets Which can be made
in the Kitchen". The book includes recipes which can be made with ingredients available
in the Middle East!

e As for novels, we received a novel called "Tantei (Detective) Galileo" for the most
popular writer of detective novels in Japan, Higashino Keigo. It is so exciting that once
you begin, you will not be able to put the book down before you finish it! Another novel
we recommend is "Hankyuu Densha" for Arikawa Hiro who is the most popular writer
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3. Thursdays' Events @ the Library
On Thursday, 19 January, we will screen the second part of the film "Always — Sunset on
3" Street" from 6:00 pm. The film is in Japanese with Arabic subtitles. The first part was
screened last month in the Japanese Film Week.

4. Lecture for Professor Fujiwara Kiichi and Professor Fukumoto Kentaro on Political
Science
Professor Fujiwara Kiichi, (international politics) and Professor Fukumoto Kentaro
(legislation, participation, political methodology) will come to Egypt to give a lecture on 6"
February in one of the 3" floor classrooms. Further details will be announced later, so
please check our website and Facebook Fan Page.

(Professor Fujiwara's Profile: a political scientist who specializes in the fields of international politics,
comparative politics and Southeast Asian affairs. He is a professor in the Graduate Schools for Law and
Politics, The University of Tokyo. He is also the author of several books including "Remembering the
War" (2001), "War Unleashed" (2007), etc.).

(Professor Fukumoto's Profile: Political scientist who specializes in the field of political methodology
(the field of developing statistical methods according to political phenomena) He is a professor in the
Department of Political Science, Faculty of Law, Gakushuin University. Among his most famous works
are "Politics in the Japanese Diet — A Statistical Analysis of Postwar Government Legislation" (2000),
"System and Process of Legislation" (2007))

5. Our New Deputy Director Ms. Maya SATO
Ms. Maya SATO arrived in Cairo to take up her new post as Deputy Director of the Japan
Foundation Cairo Office after the previous Deputy Director, Mr. Koji SATO returned to
Japan on December 26, 2011.

Below is a greeting from her to our readers: ="



"Dear all,
| am pleased to meet you. My name is Sato Maya, and | arrived on December 19" to take up
my post as Deputy Director. By chance, | am the second successive Deputy Director to have
the last name of (Sato) ©, so please call me by my first name "Maya".
| studied in Cairo for one year; from August 2001 to August 2002. While | am really glad to
have this chance to come back to Cairo, | am also nervous in my first experience working
abroad. Compared to the previous Mr. Sato my experience is limited, but | look forward to
learning many things here, as well as working and cooperating with you all.
Once again, | am pleased to meet you and | look forward to our cooperation!

o [ ]

Column: Festivals!! In the Agricultural Off Season - This is What O-Shougatsu Month is Like

The Japanese fiscal year starts from April, and so does the school year. But the beginning of the
year for Japanese people is still January 1*; so they have big celebrations in O-shogatsu
(January) as the first month of the New Year. Especially from 1 to 15" January, when people
hang the Shimekazari (decorations for New Year) on their doors, many events are held to pray
for a good harvest and wellbeing in the New Year.

The New Year holidays are from 1° to 3™ January. Japanese people either pay their first visit of
the year to a shrine [ a temple with their family or with friends (Hatsumode)*, or make New
Year’s social rounds to their relatives or superiors at work. At the end of the year people
prepare the Osechi ryori, which is somewhat similar to preserved food but is considered an
auspicious dish, so that they need not do any housework in the first week of the New Year.
Since every family or every region has its own traditional Osechi ryori handed down from
generation to generation, there is a great possibility of finding wide differences in ingredients
or seasonings of the Osechi-ryori and Ozoni (another New Year dish) between one's home and
the family next door's.

Of course school children have their winter vacation around the New Year (generally 27"
December -7 January), and they receive special presents of money, called Otoshidama, from
their parents and relatives at the beginning of the year.

2" January is “Fude Hajime” (long ago preparing a writing brush and an ink stone to write
something was a difficult job), since people used to write New year’s greeting cards on this day
in the past, but nowadays it is the day when people of culture and children write special
calligraphy for the New Year.

: | Osechi-ryori (Left) and Ozoni (Right)

4' January is the first day of work. There is a relaxed atmosphere in offices and some
employees wear their Sunday best to work, and also go out on the first visit to a shrine / temple
with all of the company staff. Dezomeshiki, a firefighters’ event, is held on 6™ January. This
event goes back to the middle of the 17th century, when there was a big fire in Edo city after
which the fire brigade tried to cheer up the people by staging performances using their ladders.
The 7" day after the New Year is the day for eating Nanakusa gayu, i.e. people eat rice porridge
with seven herbs to give their stomachs a rest after 6 days of eating the strongly flavored
Osechi ryori. 1" January is the ceremonial day of Kagami-biraki; Kagami Mochi, the ornamental



round shaped big rice cake, is removed on that day (it was used as decoration before then) and
cut into smaller pieces before being eaten. 15" January is the Coming of Age Day: Seijin no hi,
which is held to congratulate and encourage all those who became 20 years old.

This was just a general idea about O-shogatu events, but there are so many others. After they
end, around the latter half of January, people return to the routine of their daily lives.

We find that festivals are concentrated in autumn after the harvest time, and in winter when
there is no farming in Japan, because the majority of Japanese were farmers in ancient times,

so they had side jobs or held festivals during the agricultural off-season.
N 3 .

Firefighters’ event Kagami Mochi :
Even today, Japanese people are completely used to having the first three days of the New
Year as holidays. During those three days all the shops except convenience stores and
department stores are closed, while restaurants and vacation resorts are jammed with people.
Japanese people's sense of holiday around New Year may be similar to that of Middle Eastern
people during Christmas or Eid al-Adha, when relatives visit each other, go to parks and enjoy
shopping with family or friends.

*Most people consider Hatsumode a form of sightseeing regardless of their respective religion.

To learn more about Japanese annual events, please visit this site

http://web-japan.org/factsheet/en/pdf/e21_events.pdf

[ o

Afterword
National holidays in Japan are fewer this year than previous years. The number of national
holidays in the Japan Foundation must basically be adjusted according to the national
holidays of public institutions in Japan.
From the end of this month till the end of March there are many programs on the schedule
of the Japan Foundation Cairo Office. We are planning lectures on political science, concerts
for Japanese artists (pianist and conductor), participation in the Cairo Jazz Festival, lectures
on the culture of Manga, Japanese Contemporary Art Exhibition “Winter Garden” etc.

We look forward to your participation and cooperation next year as well.

Yori-Pop — The Japan Foundation Cairo Office

Back Number: http://www.jfcairo.org/periodical.html
Web: www,jfcairo.org

Blog: http://jfcairo.wordpress.com/
Facebook:www.facebook.com—groups/14674702182
Twitter: @jf cairo



http://web-japan.org/factsheet/en/pdf/e21_events.pdf
http://www.jfcairo.org/
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